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T hath been ine one's Mouth that Africs 
is always bringing forth Monfers ; but it is no 
leſs rrue, that Exglandl is as fertile in this;ſore 
of Productions : for and Heretical 
Opinions are the worſt of Monſters, One hath 172 
eavour'd to perſwade us, that we. have no Souls * 
erent from out Bodies. Another labours e 12 
dat Human Souls are not of an Inmorta! Nature, 
d he pretends to ſupport this Dodrine by: Scrip- 
and Fathers, One crowds all our Chriſtiän 
clief into Ons ſingle Article. We are aſſaulted by 
abe ſiaſtie Impoſtors, and Pretenders to a Prophe- 
ü Spirit, Deiſtt and Scepticks every where. lift up 
heit Monſtrous Creſts. All;Myferies in the Chri- 
an Religion ate laught at. The True Rights 
the Chriſtian Church have been ſhock d by 
ner Hands, Not long ago the Antitriniterians 
turd'd the Peace of our Church, and ſet the Pens 
f our Clergy on work; but now lately one of 
own Eccleſiaſticks appears in defence of thoſe 
enics, and under the ſhape of ain Arian takes 
pon him to be Protector and Guaranty of that 
uſe ; but he more particularly ſtrikes at the 
B Divinity 


2 Reflections on Mr. Whiſton's 
Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord, blaſphemouſly afſerting 
Ji to A Creature made in Time, and — of the 

ame Nature with God the Father. In chis Exec 
dle Attempt he doth not dire#ly make uſe of Reak 

- and Scripture (the Two Sources of argui 

In all Theological Matters) but he flies to Hum 
Teſtimony and Authority, and undertakes to mai 
tain his Poſt by the Aſſiſtance and Suffrage of d 
Primitive Writers of the Chriftian Church. Thi 
being the Way which he hath choſen ( before 
others) to prove his Point, I will make it my bu 

- neſs at * briefly to examine it; and to demo 
ſtrate the Invalidity of it from chele following | 
flections and Obſervations. 1 

2 ; | + WEE Tl Ve } 
I. Obſerve, That Mr. Vin makes uſe of Þ 
warrantable and Suſpected Authors to defend his Opit 
on; which cannot but be look'd upon by Wiſe 
Judicious Men as an inexcuſable Fault. We we 
told long ſince by the Learned Patriarch of C 
tinople, that tho” the Author of the Firf Epiſli to! 
5 4 ys 9 * = 2 yt rea = 5 5 
ment, doth * not plainly an e Chrif, 
4 be ders dike uſes Work, and Expreſſions | 
are unbecoming bis Divinity, and are not ſublime 
and therefore he is a Writer that one would! 
chuſe to quote. A Judicious + Modern Critic uf 
peruſing this Epiſtle tells us that it bath mony 1 
and Things in it that diſcover it to be adulterate'mnd 

rute; yet Mr. Whiſton thinks it will ſerve 
enough to baffle Chriſt”; Divinity. 
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Barnabas's Epiſtie is reckon by erer 
(3) Jem, — a Judges, ta be 
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77 TI 
be afigns (which Dailli — have oueſued!) 
is, that this Epiſtle ſpeaks of the Deſtruction of Fi» 
eas paſt, whereas it was not ſo when Barne- 
bes was alive. The Learned () Serbenie Dr. in his 
Notes upon this Epiſtle, acquaints us, that he can- 
not own it as that is, to be the Work of 
this Apoſtle Barnabas, but of ſome other : and he 
adds, that it abounds with Strain Allegories, Fables 
of certain Animals, . range e Interpretations of Scripture, 
which ruin the Ctedit of it. But it is an Authen- 
ac Piece wich Me. Whiſton, becauſe he - 
yours his wild Opinion. 1 
Hermas's Poftir is — as adulterate/ by 
— 'tis adjudg'd to be Apocrypha 
_ hr oe (3) Origen {7 donde 

hority of it. We muſt know, ſaith Ex- * 
that this. Book is = receiv'd = ſome, and _ -7 
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One wou'd think that Tatien is bur an" indWfferem 
Nuthor to quore on ſo ſublime a Subject as the N. 
vinity of Chriſt. He was che Founder of the del 
E the/Encraniter;he denied the Immortaliry of Ht 
man Souls, that is, he held that they are not in th 
don Nature Immortal, but thut ey would de 
with che Body if fome extraordinary thing did na 
-hinder it. Mr. Dowell borrow'd ſome of His Not 
ons hence, which a very Learned Divide of on 
Church hath once and again canfuted{ He! 
other Conceits which are very odd will mae 
ſo that this Writer might rer 
red by Mr. Whiffan, 34%] 
And ſo might Arbenogore;, wha in un 
the Chriſtians (which is quoted by Mr. ie 
/ very unwarrantable Paſlages, as chat the Luſt w 
the good Angels bore ro Women wus the cuuſt 
their Apoſtaſy and Downfall ; that the Good At 
gels are to be Worſhipp'd. He exceſſiv ak and 8 
travagantly magnifies n n 
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women: he isover-laviſh in his Thoughts about che 

Free Will and Natural Power off Man. Fengvs putt 
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bettet Authors our new Aria thought fic vo cite 
od F 


bg \ TG 2307 een Pl 0E A 
He makes uſe alſo of Aalito; of whom 


we have 
only ſome im perfect Fragments, and therefore no- 
thing can be gathered thence. I could obſerve, 
that neither Euſebius nor Ferom, who give us an ac- 
count of all Antient Ecclefiaſtica] Authors of any 
Note, take any notice of this Writer. Eee; 
Mr. Abiſton is pleaſed to borrow ſomethi 
Theophilus Amtioebenss, tho he hach very unſa 
ions, ſuch as ſhew him to be not ſettled in his Per- 
ſwaſions, even about the leſſer Things in Religion; 
who then would liſten to him on the Higheſt . 
> But when Mr. its Hand is in, he” 
ares not what Writings he makes uſe of to uphold” 
is Heretical Scheme. e — N 
For the ſame purpoſe he quotes the Canons tie 
fles, (as they are call'd) and concludes them to 
de Authentic, e he i nes he finds ſome- 
ing in them that patronizes' his Brrors. But bet- 
Men than he have had a very mean opinion of: 
ſe Writings: They are Apecryphat, ſaith Gela ut, | 
n the Reman Council, Dif, 16. Even Brllarmine, p 
dh iu, and Poſſevine, reckon the laft Thirty- we 
dee Canons to be ſpurious. The Learned 
_ Beveridge, hath ſaid as much for the Body 
i theſe Canons, as is poſſible to be ſaid by any 
an; but it is far from convincing an unprejudic d 
the. real. Antiquity. and Genuineneſs of them: 
nd he himſelf grants, that ſome of choſe Canons 
e Corrupted and Interpolated. How then can 
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the Laſt Chapter of the Laſt Book of the Conthi- 
tutions of the Apoſties, and are attributed to the Av 
ſtles themſelves by the Author of cheſe Confticuti- 
ons, I ſhall by and by deſtroy the Pretences of that 
Book; and thence. it will follow, that the Con 
which we have been ſpeaking of are of ne value; 
they being ſupported by the Conttirations, 
nother Spurious Book which Mr. Mien make 
uſe of is the Recognitions, aſcrib'd by ſome to Clans 
the Romer, which he vouches to be an «ndeniable A 
teftation to the moſt Sacred Autbority of the Apoſtolical Com: 
itations, and I ro er N is ſaid o_ 
et, among all good Authors, theſe Recognitions have 
3 been expioded, and have been — ncke of 1 
Credit. The Great Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian con- 
demns them as Apocryphal, and aſſures us (6b) that 
nome of the Antients, or Modern Writers of ibe Church it 
his time, made uſe of Teſtimonies taken from theſe Books 
(c) St. Ferom ſaith the ſame, and he takes notice of 
Euſebins's diſallowing theſe Writings. The Canal 


* 


ET : — 
(«) Cent. lib, 2. esp. 9, TE? 
(4) Mars <2106-v, n * 9 I- N anne. I 
2 s ©; n, vn gumle watloSes. Buleb HY BY (1 
CL. M 


>» Cop 3 * 6 
6% Caralyg. Scriptor. Eccleſ. cup. 2. ( 
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xe famous Annaliſt cries out againſt the Recognt- 
ns, becauſe of the (H monffrous Lies and mad Bata. 
that Book is ſtuff d with; which, he faith, are »ot , 
ks & And of by the Learned, bus. by all that. 
x the leaſt (kill in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, And (e) af- 
wards he approves of Gelaſiu;'s Cenſuring theſe 
doks; and farther declares, that be doth not think fit. 
make wſe of them in bi Annals, becauſe all wiſe Mes 
have accurately read them, Inow that they ab. 
ith fooliſh and idle Fables, Hear what another Judi- , 
c 2 hack, 1 ning theſe Books, 
them, lait there are many things uncertain, 
1 fabulous, ſome that are re - to Catholic 
Nine. Whoſoever impartially peruſes them will 
vee to this, and acknowledge that theſe Writing 
2 Rhapſody of filly Stories, a Fardle of ridicu- 
s and Romantic Diſputes, Thus the greateſt - 
ors of the Church of Rowe reje this Book; 
yet Mr. Whifton, who would be accounted. a. 
od Proteſtant, hath a great Veneration for it, and 
ales uſe of its Agar to help him in defending 
Arian Hereſy. But I ſhall carry this Obſerva- 
u on further, and ſhew how he thruſts upon us ſe- 
al ether Authors whoſe Credit is juſtly queſtionable. 
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II. Ignatins's Epiſtles and the Apoſtolical Com itutions 


dis greateſt and choiceſt Reſource ; and 
n the next place, let us look into theſe Authors, 
ee what that Precious Treaſure is which he ſo 
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8. Refiletfiomsim Mr. Whifton's" 
boaſts. of in them: In his Diſſcrrarion on the yi 
of -Ifnatine he runs counter not only to Sima in 
others, who hold that all the 1 <p which go unde 
guat ia s Name are ſpurious ; but he contradicts ti 
Opinion of Vo, Uſber, Hammond, Pearſcn, Bull, who 
aſſert the Leſſer Epiſtles to be uine. Such 2 
Univerſal Advetſary is this Gentleman, and be fav 
this was requiſite in order to the compaſſing his d Men: 
ſign. Here then we may take notice Now Aube 
according to their particular Fancy, make uſe ent 
theſe Epiſtles of Ignatius. The Romas Doctors ſtiffl 
maintain the Gehuineneſs of them, merely to pat 
nize ſome Popiſh Doctrines which they imagine n 
here deliver d, as that there is a True and Proper Pri ove 
baod, and a Proper Sacrifice under the Goſpel, be ca 
here is mention of an Altar : and they alledge a H. 
ſage in the Epiſtle ro the Church of Smyrna to prot 
the Corporal Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament. ! 
larmine and Baronius more eſpecially, make great uk 
of theſe Epiſtles for the authorizing and ſupporii 
ſeveral of their Superſtitious Rires, Opinions' an" 
Practices. * 8 as, 
Others keep up the Authority of theſe Wri 
in order to the proving the Antiquity of the Hi 
pal Government in the Church, and — ; 
diſtinction of Biſhops from Presbyters, and fo u 
knock Jobn Calvin on the head. 

And now comes Mr. I biſton, and aſſerts the Av 
tiquity an- e of theſe Epiſtles to anothef Re 
and far different End; that is, to eftabliſh his 411 
Notions by help of ſome Expreſſions in theſe Wi Ih 
rings, which he fancies make for him, even wha 
really they do nor. — cut 

But theſe different Views and Hepes muſt ne 
be diſappointed, becauſe the whole Set of theſe Ex 
ſtles is to be ſuſpected as corrupred and aduliwratt 


even not excepting the Leſſer ones, which art # 
Ex:14 
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e former are deprav d and adulterated, 0 
que ſtion d 2 — r N Mo t 
not be digefted by ſome" Men, but | it 
ry plain and evident: and would be ſd tc chem, 
they would: be free and impartial in cheir Judg- 
ents, and open their Eyes to ſee that 2 K eat is 
upoi them. We muſt know then that Leajned 
nrleman Iſaac Voſſine wus A Traveller in his'young 
ys. and was upon the hunt after Old Manuſcripts: 
chanc'd to light upon g Epiltles in the 
uke of Florence's Library, and he brings N 
over with him, and it paſſes fot Infallible; | Now 
thing but C is cried, and this far- fetch d Trea- 

2 is admir'd and idoliz d, as if the Florentine Li- 
ry had made gre Divine. The 'Admitrers of Old 
. ook ir upon Truſt, and never ſo much as put 
oi: Young, Gentleman ( ſo far as T have heard) on 
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